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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, God, for giving us an-
other day.

Even before the first word is spoken
this day, O Lord, guide our minds,
thoughts, hearts, and desires. Breathe
into the Members of this House a new
spirit. Shape this Congress and our
world according to Your design that all
might fulfill Your holy will.

Bless the Members of this assembly
with attentive hearts and open minds,
that through the diversity of ideas
they may sort out what is best for our
Nation.

May all speech in this assembly be
deliberately free of all prejudice so
that others might Ilisten whole-
heartedly. Then all dialogue will be
mutually respectful, surprising even us
with unity and justice.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. BONAMICI led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

FACTS REVEAL PRESIDENT’S JOB
FAILURE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the President’s State of the
Union speech was a disconnect with the
American people who live and feel the
failures of his policies. That is why the
voters clearly spoke to stop tax in-
creases destroying jobs in favor of the
Republican bipartisan legislation to
create jobs.

Big Government fails. The real facts
threatening the middle class are: $869.3
billion total taxes in ObamaCare, ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget
Office; 5.5 million Americans who have
fallen into poverty since Obama be-
came President, U.S. Census Bureau;
401,000 construction jobs 1lost since
Obama became President, Bureau of
Labor Statistics; $2,484 decline in the
median household income since Obama
became President, U.S. Census Bureau.

Again, the President should stop,
change course, and work with Repub-
licans for legislation that promotes
small business jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and the President, by his actions, must
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Welcome, right to life marchers, to
Washington today.

——
CONGRESS SHOULD FOCUS ON
AMERICA’S TOP PRIORITIES

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, just the
night before last the President ad-
dressed this body and laid out an agen-
da that we all might not agree with
certain elements, but there are ele-
ments that we could certainly act
upon.

We could take up an infrastructure
bill. We could take up legislation that
would assure every young person the
ability to go to community college. We
could take up the big questions that
the American people expect us to ad-
dress that are important to growing
our economy. But we are not doing
that.

Instead, this morning, the leadership
will present to this body legislation
that will again seek to curtail the
health care rights of women, not be-
cause you have some expectation that
it will become law, but I believe be-
cause it is just another attempt to pan-
der to the more extreme voices of the
base.

The President and others have called
to us to elevate the dialogue in Con-
gress and elevate our aspirations for
our country.

We have legislation before us that
would put limitations on the choices
that women have and even deny access
to abortion services to save the life of
a mother. This is the wrong direction.
We need to reject it.

———

LAVONIA POLICE OFFICERS OF
THE YEAR

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am honored today to rise in rec-
ognition of three police officers from
the Lavonia, Georgia, Police Depart-
ment.

Officers Harold McCroskey, Brandon
Brown, and Blake Andrews are selfless
public servants who have committed
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their lives to protect ours. The Lavonia
Police Department named Officers
McCroskey, Andrews, and Brown their
2014 Officers of the Year.

Our corner of northeast Georgia is
safe and peaceful thanks in part to the
service of these three brave officers. On
behalf of my family, Franklin County,
and the Ninth Congressional District of
Georgia, I offer my gratitude and re-
spect.

The entire department deserves rec-
ognition in Congress because Chief
Bruce Carlisle and his squad are proud,
patriotic Americans. Not only do they
keep their local community safe, but
they give to charity. This month, they
started a scholarship fund in honor of
their friend Deputy Steven LaCruz,
who died in pursuit of a traffic viola-
tor.

As the son of a Georgia State troop-
er, I am honored by their sacrifice, in-
spired by their courage, and remain
committed to working on their behalf
here in Congress.

——

CONGRESS SHOULD HELP WOMEN
AND FAMILIES

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, in 1973,
42 years ago, the Supreme Court ruled
in Roe v. Wade that women have the
right to safe and legal abortion.

I remember the days before that
landmark decision. Mr. Speaker, over
the centuries it has been clear, when
abortion is illegal, it does not go away
but is very unsafe.

On this anniversary of Roe v. Wade,
we should commit to reducing un-
wanted pregnancies. We should commit
to making family planning services
more available.

To help women and families, we
should be passing the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act for equal pay and a robust in-
frastructure plan for jobs across this
country.

To help women and families, let’s
stop trying to take away women’s
rights. Let’s protect their health care.
Let’s pass the Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act and say ‘‘no’” to unconstitu-
tional attempts to restrict the right of
women to safe and legal abortion.

——

I AM DISAPPOINTED BUT
HOPEFUL

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today sad and disappointed.

I am sad and disappointed that in a
nation as great as this, lives of so
many of our unborn children are ended
through abortion.

I am disappointed that we have not
moved past this blot on our Nation’s
history and forward into respecting the
dignity of all humans, born and un-
born.
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I am disappointed that so many of
my colleagues here continue to ignore
the science that shows over and over
the self-evident life in the womb.

Even so, I am more hopeful than ever
before there is good news to celebrate.
Abortion numbers are down, as are
teen pregnancies. States have passed
record numbers of laws to protect
women’s health and the lives of the un-
born.

Today on The National Mall, I look
forward to seeing the thousands of
teenagers and young adults marching
hand in hand to the Supreme Court.
Their generation is our hope to bring
about a culture of life.

———————

LET’S KEEP OUR MARITIME
INDUSTRY STRONG

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on Congress to oppose ef-
forts that would undermine our domes-
tic maritime industry and workforce.

Ninety-five years ago, Congress rec-
ognized the critical importance of
maintaining a strong domestic mari-
time fleet by passing the Merchant Ma-
rine Act, also known as the Jones Act.

Congress is now considering unravel-
ing a law that has played a key role in
ensuring the development of a robust
shipyard industrial base that supports
our national economy, our military,
and our homeland security.

The Jones Act has also guaranteed
that the United States has highly
trained and skilled mariners who can
be called into service during times of
national emergency so America can
build ships for America.

We saw how commercial vessels fly-
ing the American flag played a major
role in providing the mariners needed
to operate sealift vessels activated
from reserve status in support of Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom.

This is about American jobs. In 2012,
the maritime industry employed more
than 57,000 workers and supported $15.2
billion in gross business income in
Washington State alone. In the Pacific
Northwest, we understand the impor-
tance of the Jones Act.

Why would Congress Kill good Amer-
ican jobs?

Mr. Speaker, | am hopeful that Congress
will reject efforts to undermine the Jones Act
and | will continue working with my colleagues
to show our strong support for our country’s
domestic maritime industry and its workers.

MAKING LNG EXPORTS EASIER BY
CUTTING RED TAPE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, too often
good ideas get lost in bureaucratic red
tape. Today we have the opportunity to
start cutting that tape away.

H.R. 161, the Natural Gas Pipeline
Permitting Reform Act, requires a
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timely decision to be made on liquefied
natural gas projects around the coun-
try, projects that have been held back
by unnecessary regulations.

This bill streamlines the review proc-
ess, getting these projects off of paper
and in place, and once these projects
start, countless economic opportuni-
ties will begin as well.

More jobs, decreased dependency on
foreign oil, and a modernized energy
sector are waiting. All we need to do is
cut the tape and let these opportuni-
ties flourish.

This is a commonsense economic step
towards a healthier economy. I am
proud to support H.R. 161 and the ener-
gizing opportunities that come with its
passage.

————

POLITICIANS SHOULDN'T MAKE
MEDICAL DECISIONS FOR WOMEN

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, if
you thought the 114th Congress would
be different, think again. If you
thought Republicans were ready to put
partisan politics behind them, think
again. If you thought they had finally

ended their war on women, think
again.
Last night, thanks to Republican

women and their supporters, the Re-
publicans abandoned their effort to
pass a 20-week abortion ban even for
women who were victims of rape or in-
cest.

But instead of respecting women this
morning, the Republicans are coming
back to the floor again, this time at-
tempting to deny women access to
their constitutionally protected right
to safe and legal abortions by restrict-
ing coverage to abortions—including in
private plans purchased with women’s
private dollars.

This is harmful to women and con-
tinues to ignore the American people,
who believe that women and their doc-
tors should make important medical
decisions, not politicians.

Roe v. Wade wasn’t the beginning of
women having abortions. It was the
end of women dying from abortions.

———————

REMEMBERING STEVE J. BRATKA

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the loss of a
dear friend, Steve Bratka, past presi-
dent of the Tarrrant County Stonewall
Democrats.

Mr. Bratka was studying at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, where he devel-
oped a passion to work in the railroad
industry.

Over 40 years, Mr. Bratka held sev-
eral leadership positions and was pro-
moted into the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers in 1975.

In 1991, Steve relocated to Fort
Worth, where he served as vice chair-
man until he retired.
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